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MUSEUM, MONTANA PBS TO SHOW DOCUMENTARY FILM
MISSOULA—
Montana Museum of Art & Culture and Montana PBS will present a free showing of
the documentary film “The Rape of Europa” on Monday, Feb. 9, at The University of
Montana.
The showing begins at 7 p.m. in the University Center Theater. Concessions will be
available for purchase.
“The Rape of Europa” tells the epic story of the systematic theft, deliberate
destruction and miraculous survival of Europe’s art treasures during the Third Reich and
World War II.
In a journey through seven countries, the two-hour film takes viewers into the violent
whirlwind of fanaticism, greed and warfare that threatened to wipe out the artistic heritage of
Europe. For 12 long years, the Nazis looted and destroyed art on a scale unprecedented in
history. But heroic young art historians and curators from America and across Europe fought
back with an extraordinary campaign to rescue and return the millions of lost, hidden and
stolen treasures.
Now, more than 60 years later, the legacy of this tragic history continues to play out
as families of looted collectors recover major works of art, conservators repair battle damage

and nations fight over the fate of ill-gotten spoils of war.
Joan Allen narrates this chronicle about the battle over the very survival of centuries
of western culture. MM AC and Montana PBS staff will be present at the event.
For more information, call 406-243-2019 or visit the MM AC Web site at
http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum, where a film trailer is available.
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